"PROCEEDINGS o C ONVENTION.
POST MERIDIEM

Convention met.

In progreflion on reatiing the declaration of ‘rights, on motion of Mr. Earle; that the foilo'w'in'g' be ii- -
ferted as an article therein ; “ That all perfons who from religious fcruples efteem it unlawful to take an -

oath on any occafion,’ may be allowed to make their folemin appeal or affirmation in all civil and criminal -

~ cafes, in fuch manner as their religious principles have induced them to point ot for the atteftation of the

truth.” The previous queftion wys called for and put, Whether the above queftion be now put? Carried

in the negative. . o - : . _ S
It was then moved by Mr. Johnfon, that the followirig be inferted as an’ article in the declirition of
. rights; “ That the manner of adminiftering ani oath to any perfon, ought to be fuch as thofe of the reli-

gious perfuafion, profeffion or denomination of which fiich perfon is one,. génerally efteem the moft effe@yal’

confirmation by the atteftation of the Divine Being, and that the people called quakers; thofe called diin-

kers, and thofe called menonifts; holding it unlawful to take an cath bn any occafion, ought to be allowed

to make their folemn affirmation, in the manner that quakers have been heretofore allowed to affirm, and

to be of the fame avail as an oath, in all fuch cafes as the affirmation of quakers hath been allowed and -

accepted within this ftate, inftead of an oath ;. and further, on fuch affirmation, warrants to fearch for fto-
len goods, or the apprehenfion or commitment of offenders, ought te be granted, or fecurity for the peace

awarded, ‘and quakers, dunkers, or menonifts, ought alfo on their folemn affirmation as aforefpid, to be

admitted as witneffes in all criminal cafes not capital.” To which an amendment was propofed by Mr.
S. Chafe, to ftrike out the latter part of the propofed article, which follows in thefe words, “ and quakers,
dunkers, or mierioriifts, ought dlfo, on their folemn affirmation as aforefaid, to be admitted as witnefles in
all criminal cafes not capital.” On which amendment the «queftion was put arid carried in the negative.
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The queftion was then put on the wholé article, and refolved in the affirmative, o
"The order of the day, that the_convention will refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to confider
~ further of the form of governmient for this ftate, being read, the fame was referred till to-morrow.

o v Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

'$ U N D A Y, November 3, 1776.

ONVENTION met. All members prefent as on efterday, except Mr. Ringgold, Mr. H. Wilfon,
4 Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Potter, Mr. J. Mackall, Mr. B. Hall, I\'Fr Sprigg, Mr. Ham-
- mond, and Mr. J. Wilfon. The proceedings of yefterday were read. o '
:On motion of Mr, T. Wright, That the following be inferted as an article in the declaration of rights 5
¢ That if the caftern or weltern thore thall ereafter judge it for their intereft and happinefs to feparate
from the other, their right fo to do is hereby acknowledged.” An amendment was propofed by Mr, Ew-
ing to be inferted after the words ¢ that if,” in the words following, “a majority of qualified voters in

. cletions in every county on.” Upon which amendment the queftion was put, and refolved in the affir~

~mative. 'The queftion on the article fo amended was then moved for, and the previous queftion called
for and put, Whether the faid queftion be now put ? Carried in the negative, : '
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¢ Archer, T. Wright, S. Wright, Mafon, George Scott,  Bithop,
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- .&' Grahame, - Worthington, Fifcher, ' Ridgely, - " Love, : Johnfon,

The convention having @one thro'ugh" the declaration of rights, "pz.rzigraph by paragraph, the fame was ‘_

ﬁmcndcd, and agreed to as follows :

The DECLARATION of RIGHTS.

B THE pdfliament of Great-Britain, by a declaratory a&, having affumed a 'ifht to make laws to bind
by force of arms to fub<

the colonies. in all cafes whatfoever, and’in purfuance of fuch claim endeavoure

- jugate the United Colonies to an unconditional fubmiflion to their will and power, and having at length -
. conftrained them to declare themfelves independent flates, - and to affume government under the authority -

~ of the people, Thercfore We, the delegates of Maryland, in free and full convention affembled, taking in- -
. to our moft ferious confideration  the beft means-of eftablithing a good conftitution in this ftate, for the

furer foundation, and more permanent fecurity thereof ;3 Declare,.

- '1.- That all government of right originates from the people, is-founded in‘_"cqmpa_& only, apd.inﬁitutéd

folely for the good of the whole. -

2. That the people of this ftate ought to havcl tﬁe f;ﬁle and ckcluﬁvc__right of ':egulafing thc ih:tefnal go-

- vernment and police thereof. © -~ | I
3- ‘That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the-common law of England, and the trial by jury
according to the courfe of that law, and to the benefit of fuch of the Englifh ftatutes as cxifted at the time
- of their firlt emigration, and which by experience have been found applicable to their local and other cir-
cumftances, and-of fuch others as have been {fince made in England or Great-Britain, and ha've‘beclm ir:j-‘
) o S SR -~ .. troduced;




